Welcome to the Spartan G-ABYN campaign

SOLENT AVIATRIX
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Pauline Gower & Dorothy Spicer
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It began with a website dedicated to 1930s women
pilots

Associated with the Isle of Wight and South Coast
Especially Dorothy Spicer

First fully qualified female aero engineer in the
world

She trained in secret at Saunders Roe, Cowes
On Spartan bi-planes at Somerton
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Dorothy Spicer

1930s Pioneer Aviator

Chief Engineer for flying
circus

Pauline & Dorothy - 1st all
female Air Ambulance
Crew

WW?2 — Test Engineer at
R.A.e Farnborough

Dorothy Spicer Memorial
Award for advances in
aircraft engineering
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1930s Spartan advertisement
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Spartan Bi-planes
Arrow & Three-Seater
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Air Show at Somerton 1932
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G-ABYN first owner Mr. Westhead of Heston on August
1932

; 2 e (** Hcmnés
FOR THE PASSENGERS' COMFORT : The above Coupé top fitted to Mr. Exzfthca;i;: Sp-?ff:’}nztzﬁ-t?péciatim 1"
IV ) by the Hendy Aircraft Co. at Shorcham has resulted in a 3 m.p.h. speed increase.

work like this and certainly turns out a very good job.
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Irish owner - Robert A. Clarke of Co.Tipperary, Ireland
Registered in Eire 1938 as EI-ABU
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EI-ABU as found
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Derelic

t in Irish barn after Mr. Clarke died

Purchased by Ron Souch, returnedﬁit ®

to Hampshire and stored } B -
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Cockpit coated in dust
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Beyond salvage?
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Bought 1994 by Rod Hall-Jones
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Shipped to New Zealand for reconstruction
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Cirrus Hermes engine awaiting repair
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A job for the workshop
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Fuselage ready for repair
- ~= .
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Wing section awaiting repair

18

Solent Aviatrix - May 2022



Could it ever fly again?
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Wings stripped back
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Fuselage reconstruction started
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Wing reconstruction started
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Progress
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Miracles take longer
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Original Cirrus Hermes Engine - rebuilt in 2005
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Taking shape
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Badges of ownership authenticity
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Spartan Aircraft Badge
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Original Spartan Aircraft manufacturers stamp
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Fasten your seat belt
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Almost there

After 11 years painstaking restoration
Costing many thousands of pounds

This historic Isle of Wight Bi-plane
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Almost ready for take off
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Wings fold back for transportation

-
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FuIIy folded wings
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Nosing out
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Into the blue
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New propeller
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Full restoration completed
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Rod Hall-Jones approaches the cockpit
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Ready for take off!
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Away on silver wings
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Last existing Spartan Il 3-Seater in
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spartan Il - 3-seater
G-ABYN

Built at Somerton Airfield, Cowes
In 1932 by
SAUNDERS-ROE
Spartan Aircraft Ltd.

Put on sale iIn New Zealand 2014
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Campaign begins April 2015
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Bring it home!
Anne Grant contacts Rod Hall-Jones

Rod postpones sale of G-ABYN, until money
can be raised to buy it

And return it to it’s spiritual home ...
... The Isle of Wight

But where can it be preserved?
An Isle of Wight Aero Museum is needed!
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Band of volunteers work to start a
museum. Wight Aviation Museum
opens and Is growing fast.

2022 i1s last chance to get Spartan G-ABYN
‘Gabby’ home to UK.
Failure means it goes elsewhere.

If you can help please get in touch.
We welcome your support.
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© www.solentaviatrix.wordpress.com
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